Unusual presentation of secondary syphilis: membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis andmuco-cutaneous lesions.
The worldwide re-emergence of secondary syphilis which happened in the last decade, has led to an increase in primary and secondary syphilis cases, along with the presentation of atypical forms. Nevertheless, reports of renal syphilis with mucosal and/or cutaneous manifestations are nowadays increasing. Typically, secondary syphilis infection in adults causes nephrotic syndrome due to a membranous glomerulonephritis. Here, we report a case of a 30-year-old immunocompetent man presenting with skin rash, oral and perianal erosions and nephritic syndrome. Laboratory investigations revealed a form of membranoproliferative glomerulonephritis secondary to Treponema pallidum infection. Therapy with benzathine penicillin brought prompt and complete remission of the disease. Although well described for congenital syphilis, this histopathologic pattern of renal involvement is very rarely reported in adult patients. In case of detection of an otherwise unexplained nephritic syndrome in sexually active patients with mucosal and/or anal lesions, an unrecognized syphilis infection should be suspected.